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Plan & Prep 

The first step in any planting project is creating a plan. Begin by 
measuring out your planting space, making note of any existing plants 
or structures. Take note of spaces you want to hide or emphasize. 
Estimate the height and spread you would like to fill each space and 
the number of plants you may need before shopping. Also note the 
amount of sun the planting area receives and how well water drains 
from that area. Bring your notes with you to the nursery to reference 
as you look around. When a plant catches your eye read the tags for 
height, spacing and other information to make sure it’s a good fit for 
your planting location.  

For an eye-catching display plan to use a mix of shapes, textures and 
colors. Designs tend to look best when plants are arranged in groups of 
3 or 5.   

The final step before planting is bed preparation. Central Indiana is 
known for its heavy clay soils, to build better soil for optimum plant 
health you will need to till and fill your beds. Till your bed 6-12” deep, 
fill the area with a 2-3” layer of compost, turn the compost in and level 
out the soil with a hard rake. If you are planting a single specimen, mix 
some compost into the soil when you backfill the hole. 

Nursery stock can be planted anytime the ground is not frozen, most 
likely May through November. 
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If you are planting more than one shrub or tree, begin by laying the plants 
out in your planned design. Make sure to leave enough space between 
other plants and structures to allow for maximum growth listed on tag. 

Dig hole to the depth of the root ball and twice the width.  Flatten and firm 
the bottom of the hole to prevent settling. Remove the plant from the 
container. If roots are circling around the base of the root ball, use a sharp 
knife to cut vertical lines through the root mass. This promotes healthy root 
growth. Place plant in the hole, making sure the crown is 1” above ground 
level. Back fill ¾ of the hole with soil and water to settle. Finish back filling. 
Make sure soil is level and not mounded up around the trunk. Once the 
space is completely planted, spread a layer of slow release fertilizer (24-8-
16) around the base of each shrub according to package directions. Spread 
1-2” of Forest Fines throughout the bed and top with preemergent 
according to the label instructions. Water thoroughly to activate fertilizer 
and preemergent. 

Keep water pressure low while watering to ensure water soaks in around 
the roots. Pre-emergent and mulch will keep weed growth down, but 
continue to pull any stray weeds before they flower to keep weeds limited.  

Pruning is necessary for maintaining strong, healthy plants. For detailed 
information from Purdue Extension on how and when to prune, as well as 
which plants can benefit from seasonal pruning click here. For more 
detailed planting information, click here. 

When temperatures start dropping, some shrubs can benefit from an extra 
layer of mulch around the root zone after end of season pruning. This 
includes shrubs such as hydrangea macrophylla and buddleia. Wait to add 
mulch until after Thanksgiving to avoid pests overwintering and damaging 
your plants. Remove and level out mulch in early May. 

Planting Balled & Burlapped Trees 

Leave burlap & wire cage on. 
Place plant in hole. Backfill ¾ & 

water. Cut cage or twine from the 
top of the root ball. Fold burlap 
back from top. Back fill & level. 

Plan, prepare and plant for success 
with Perennials Plus. 
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https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/HO/HO-4-W.pdf
https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/pubs/HO/HO-100.pdf

