
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top 5 Planting Tips 
 

1.  When 
Fall is the best time to plant Japanese Maples because it allows the 
roots to establish while the rest of the plant is dormant. However, you 
can plant anytime in the season as long as it is past the final frost date 
and you keep to a well-timed watering schedule. 

2.  Where 
Japanese Maples prefer locations protected from harsh afternoon sun, 
strong winds and spring frosts. 

3.  Soil Type 
Japanese Maples can adapt to almost any soil type. While moist, well-
drained, slightly acidic soil is preferred, central Indiana’s heavy clay soil 
works as well. If planting in clay soil, be sure to plant the root ball 
slightly above soil level to prevent root rot and disease. 

4.  Landscape Planting 
Dig hole 3 times as wide and slight shallower than the root ball. Once 
the tree is in place, the soil level of the root ball should be slightly 
higher than the surrounding soil level. Back fill ¾ of the hole and water 
thoroughly to settle the soil. Finish back filling, firm and water slowly.  

5.  Container Planting 
Smaller Japanese Maples work wonderfully in containers and bring a 
bright pop of color to patios and entrances. When roots are confined to 
a small container, the tree will self-stunt, preventing further top 
growth. Choose a small to medium or dwarf variety for best results.  
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Top 5 Maintenance Tips  

1. Light 
Japanese maples are prone to sun scald, so it’s important to choose a 
variety that works well in the planting site. 
Upright, Palmate Leaf Varieties – Full day or afternoon sun  
Weeping & Lacey Leaf Varieties – Morning sun, shaded from afternoon 
sun 
Red Leaf Varieties – Morning and midday sun, shaded from afternoon 
sun 

2. Water 
Ensure that the planting site drains well. If planting in heavy clay soil, 
elevate the root ball so it sits 1-2” above surrounding soil level. Over 
watering and under watering can both cause stress on Japanese 
maples. Apply 3 gallons of water slowly every 2 days for the first 
spring-summer and every 4 days for the first fall-winter. Watering is 
very important in the first 2 years of establishment. 

3. Fertilizer 
Too much fertilizer applied at the wrong time can dull fall color and 
effect winter hardiness. If you plan to use fertilizer, apply a low 
nitrogen mix (‘N’ 15 or less) in spring of the second growing season. 

4. Mulch 
To avoid injuring the trunk while mowing or weed eating, remove any 
turf surrounding the base of the tree and replace with a ring of mulch 
5’ wide and approximately 4” deep.  Keep mulch well away from the 
base of the trunk. This will help maintain soil moisture and keep roots 
cool in summer. 

5. Prune 
Japanese maples do not require specific pruning to develop their 
unique form, but you can prune for a more aesthetic shape. Pruning in 
spring or fall can cause sap to flow from cuts which may lead to disease 
and weakened specimens. To prevent sap flow, it is best to prune in 
July and August. 

 

Planting Balled & Burlapped Trees 

Leave burlap & wire cage on. Place 
plant in hole. Backfill ¾ & water. Cut 

cage or twine from the top of the root 
ball. Fold burlap back from top. Back 

fill & level. 


